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Holiday Decorating Contest 

January  10 ,  2015  

Events 

• Jan 17, 9-noon, 
recycling trailer 

• Food Pantry, 10:00 
am,  2nd & 4th 
Saturdays, Christ 
UMC 

• Sunday Worship, 
Christ UMC, 9:00 
am;  Sunday School, 
10:00 am 

• Council meetings, 
1st & 3rd Mondays, 
Village Hall, 7 pm 

• Portage Lions Club 
meetings, 2nd and 
4th Mondays, Christ 
UMC, 7 pm 
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T H E  N I T T Y  G R I T T Y  
Por ta ge Lions  Club,  Por ta ge,  Ohio 

December 22 found members of the Portage Lions Club driving around 
the village enjoying the holiday lights and outdoor decorations.  After 
voting separately for first, second, and third places (which required 
much soul searching for each person), the results of the contest were 
decided.   
 
Coming in first place, and receiving $50, 
was Gary and Connie Deutschman, 123 N 
Findlay Pike.  Gary says he has about 
12,000 lights that takes about 40 hours to 
install.  Not only is the front of the house 
decorated, but he also decorates the garage 
and backyard, including a lighted, angel, 
train, packages, and a herd of deer. 

 
Second place went to Dale Schmalzried and 
Josh Iler, 201 S Third St.  The club was 
impressed with their classically elegant 
spotlighted wreathes.  They were awarded 
$30. 
 
Third place and $20 went to Darren and 

Janice Pash, 316 E Walnut St.  Their 
display included  traditional lights, with 
newer twist, the lights on house changed 
colors. 
 
All winners were also given hand-
decorated wreathes, each signifying their 
place won in the contest.  The club 
enjoyed this opportunity and look forward to next year’s competition—
so start planning your decorations now! 
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The Portage Food Pantry 
reopened on Saturday, August 
30 at 10:00 a.m.   It will be 
open the second and fourth 
Saturdays of 
the month 
for one 
hour.   If you 
need food 
come, and 
get what 
you need.  If 
you are 
interested in seeing our 
changes, come and visit us. 
We have a whole new set 
up......there will be shelves and 
a lot more different kinds of 
food items as well as some 
non‐food items (like shampoo, 
soap, etc). Visit us at 301 West 
Main Street, located within 
Christ UMC. 

Food Pantry 

VILLAGE  COUNC I L  NEWS 

It's time to start thinking about Vacation Bible School for the Portage 
Community. I, Rev. McDaniel, would like to see this be an event sponsored 
by the whole community. The theme I have in mind would be around 
hunger. This theme would share bible stories about feeding and hunger. It 
would not be favoring nor promoting any one denomination over another. 
What I am looking for at this point are interested people in 
the village of Portage that would be willing to help in 
planning and putting on this event this summer. If you are 
interested at all, in any way (which could mean teaching, 
providing snacks, etc) would you please call me Rev. Bruce 
McDaniel at 567-208-3181. 

Vacation Bible School 

Recycling Trailer 
Cardboard is now accepted at the Recycling Trailer, manned 
by the Lions Club every 3rd Saturday of the month, from 
9:00 am to 12 noon.  Also accepted is glass, aluminum, steel 
cans, newspaper, magazines, and plas c (numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5, and 7). 

The Nitty Gritty is sponsored 
by the Portage Lions Club.  
Send comments and 
suggestions to 
portagelions@dacor.net. 

Portage Lions Club 
We were very pleased to help six Portage area families with food baskets 
just before Christmas.  The congregation of Christ UMC generously 
donated non-perishable food items for the baskets, along with a turkey 
for each family.  Club members then spent time shopping for fresh meat, 
dairy, vegetables, and fruit.  Between the church and the Portage Lions, 
each family received over 100 pounds of food.  Deliver of the food baskets 
was on December 20.   

At the meeting Monday of Council, organizing standard things like committee assignments and reports from 
committees that only meet once each year took place. With that...reminders about SNOW PLOWING! The 
streets get plowed after it snows a couple inches or so, and as needed.  Village maintenance keeps up with the 
big storms as best they can. Christmas trees will be picked up if you need it removed. Please place them at 
the street very soon. Council received a reply from a request we had a few months back for an exact list of 
what Local Government Services needs to see from us. They have been working with Portage since our 
placement into fiscal emergency. Their projected release from Fiscal Emergency for us is July of this year. 

By Carl Crawford  


