
Dec 10,  2022 

Events 

• Dec 14—Light Judging 

• Dec 17—Pictures with Santa, 

10 am—2 pm, Village Hall  

• Jan 5—Events Committee, 7 

pm, Village Hall 

• Sunday Worship, Christ 

UMC, 9:00 am;  Sunday 
School, 10:00 am 

• Council meetings, 1st & 3rd 

Mondays, Village Hall, 7 pm 

• Portage Lions Club, 2nd and 
4th Mondays, Christ UMC, 7 
pm 

• Food Pantry, 2nd & 4th 

Saturdays, 9 am; Christ UMC 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Holiday Lights Contest 1 

Pictures with Santa 1 

Snow Streets 1 

Community Holiday 
Dinner 

2 

Events Committee 2 
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Portage Lions Club, Portage, Ohio 

Pictures with Santa 
 Come see Santa on Dec 17 from 10 
am to 2 pm at the Village Hall and have 
your picture with the man himself.  
Helpers will have beverages and snacks 
for attendees and activities for 
children. 

Blessing Box 
Christ UMC 
Front Doors 
Always Open  

Snow Streets 
Any time there is 2 inches or more of snow fall, all streets in Portage 
automatically become snow streets.  All cars must be moved off the 
streets to allow for plowing. 

Holiday Lights Contest 
 The Portage Lions Club will be sponsoring the Annual Holiday Lights 
Contest again this year.   All houses within the village limits are 
automatically entered.  There are 4 categories:  Best Traditional Display, 
Best Use of Color, Best Use of Inflatables or Figures, and Most Creative 
Small Display.  Judging will be on Monday, Dec 12 with awards being 
presented that 
night.  Good Luck 
to all! 

Events Committee 
 A new committee has been formed to sponsor community events.  If 
you would like to be involved and help plan future events, please attend the 
next meeting on Jan 5 at 7 pm at the Village Hall or contact Laura Baldonado 
at 419-615-0976. 

Community Holiday Dinner 
 Between 40-50 people attended the first Community Holiday 
Dinner on Dec 3 at Christ UMC.  There was a lot of good food donated and 
enjoyed by all attendees.  Thank you to Christ UMC for hosting and to 
everyone who donated food.  The extra meat was donated to the Agape 
Food Pantry. 
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The Agape 
Food Pantry 
(formerly the 
Portage Food 
Pantry) is open 
the second 
and fourth 
Saturdays of 
the month from 9 –11 am.  If you 
need food come, and get what 
you need.  If you are interested in 
seeing our changes, come and 
visit us. We have a whole new set 
up and a lot more variety of food 
items as well as some non-food 
items (like shampoo, soap, etc). 
Visit us at 301 West Main Street, 
located within Christ UMC.  If you 
are interested in helping, bring 
donations during pantry hours. 

Agape Food Pantry 

The Nitty Gritty is sponsored 
by the Portage Lions Club.  
Send comments and 
suggestions to 
portagelions@dacor.net. 

24/7 Recycling 

 

Plastic #1-7 

Flattened 

Cardboard 

Paper 

Aluminum/Steel 

Cans 

Glass 

No plastic bags 
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The following article was originally printed in the Wood County Democrat 
newspaper on March 27,1903.  This is a long article and will be reprinted in sections 
over the next several months. 

PORTAGE 

WOOD COUNTY’S SECOND OLDEST TOWN 
 

THE AMERICAN HOUSE 
 The hotel of the town, The American House, nearly a year ago was taken in 
charge by a genial Michigan gentleman, William Yeager, whose pleasant manners 
and methodical way of conducting the business, is winning him general favor with 
the people of the locality and the traveling public.  The hotel is located in the Odd 
Fellow block on the west side of the North portion of the business thoroughfare, 
Findlay street, were a first class meal and comfortable accommodations commend 
the place to all desirous of such. 

W.C. PHILO 
 Eleven years ago Comrade W.C. Philo, a Wood county pioneer resident 
since 1855, for four years postmaster of the village of Luckey, cast his fortunes with 
Portage and has proven his value to the town in many ways.  He is the present 
incumbent in the office of Mayor of the town which position he ably fills.  His private 
business is that of dealer in vehicles, farm implements of all kinds, the Advance 
threshers and engines, windmills, harness, stoves, etc. 
 Mr. Philo bears the distinction of having carried the first mail sack into the 
town of Weston, from Gilead, previous to the building of the D & M railroad.  His 
father was the first postmaster of Weston and departed this life only about a month 
ago.  The subject of this sketch was a veteran of the 11th O.V.I. and a member of 
the company made up at Bowling Green, first for three months service, but later 
reenlisted.  He carried throughout the war a small pocket Bible presented to him by 
the ladies of Bowling Green when the company bid good-bye to homes and friends 
to become targets for the rebels. 
 For nearly a score of years the village of Portage has been benefited by the 
enterprise and thrift of. 

FRANK K. STRATTON 
 Whose systematic methods of conducting his business affairs has won him 
friends and patrons far and wide. 
 To keep pace with his competitors Mr. Stratton has not spared energy nor 
cash to give his home town a business establishment well worth the support of the 
community.  Up-to-date methods prevail throughout the business.  His stock 
consists of general merchandise, well selected and kept in a spic-span and 
attractive shape.  
 The two floors of the building are occupied, the lower one as a general 
salesroom and the upper one as ware rooms; also salesrooms for wall paper, 
carpets, mattings, and oil cloths.  That Mr. Stratton takes pride in giving his patrons 
everything up-to-date in conveniences as well as goods is evidenced by the 
occasional addition of some modern improvement of some sort to the store 
equipment. 
 Portage supports one drug store, that of 

S.R. LIGHT 
 Who, in addition to a  stock of drugs such as is usually found in a town of 
that proportions, also carries a line of paints, oils, brushes, stock foods, stationary, 
school supplies, tobacco, cigars, confectionary etc. 
 Mr. Light has been identified with the interests of Portage in a business way 
for about ten years.  He is a genial gentleman to meet, quiet and unassuming in 
manner, and popular with all who know him.  He is one of the conservative heads 
who takes things logically and is generally on the right side in matters of interest 
and importance to the welfare of the community. 

Continued in the Jan 2023 Nitty Gritty  
  


