
Oct 8 ,  2022  

Events 

• Fall Fest—Oct 15, Enright 

Park,10 am-10 pm 

• Halloween Party—Oct 27, 

Central Joint,  6-8m 

• Halloween Trick or Treat, 

6-8 pm 

• Sunday Worship, Christ 

UMC, 9:00 am;  Sunday 
School, 10:00 am 

• Council meetings, 1st & 

3rd Mondays, Village 
Hall, 7 pm 

• Portage Lions Club, 2nd 

and 4th Mondays, Christ 
UMC, 7 pm 

• Food Pantry, 2nd & 4th 

Saturdays, 10 am; Christ 
UMC 
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T H E  N I T T Y  G R I T T Y  

  

Portage Lions Club, Portage, Ohio 

 

 

Portage Lions Thanks Everyone Who Came To 
Our McDonald’s Benefit Night on August 25 

Halloween Events 

 Halloween Trick or Treating will be held in the Village on 
Halloween, Monday Oct 31, from 6 to 8 pm.  Christ UMC will again hold 

a Trunk or Trick event in the church parking lot, so 
come to gather many goodies in one place.  Central 
Joint Fire District will be holding their annual 
Halloween Party on Thursday, Oct 27 from 6-8 pm at 
the Fire Station, 13179 Mermill Rd.  They will have a 
Costume Contest with prizes, candy and hot dogs. 

Fall Fest 
 A Fall Festival is planned for Oct 15 in Enright Park.  This is a 
day long event and starts with a Community Garage from 10am-6pm.  
A Kids Carnival opens at 11 am. Also starting at 11 am are food trucks 
and a community bake sale.  A Cruise in Car Show is scheduled for 2-5 
pm, complete with trunk or treating.  Adults may BYOB to a designated 
area with a $5 donation to the park.  RIZZIO will complete the evening 
from 6-10 pm.  If you want to participate in the 
garage sale, are able to volunteer, or donate 
baked goods, contact Laura Baldonado at 
419-615-0976.  Leave your name and number 
if she doesn’t answer.  All are welcome. 

Amish Cheese Sales 

 The Portage Lions Club has started their annual Cheese Sale.  
They are sold in 1 pound packages at $7 each.  Varieties are:  Colby 
jack, pepper jack, baby Swiss, mild cheddar, smoked Gouda, smoked 
cheddar, mozzarella, horseradish, green onion, and roasted garlic.  

Sale ends Oct 24.  Delivery will be the weekend before 
Thanksgiving.  Contact any member to place an order or 
email  portagelions@dacor.net. 

Daylight Savings Time 
Ends November 6 
Set Clocks Back 1 

Hour 



Page 2  THE NITTY GRITTY 

 

The Agape 
Food Pantry 
(formerly the 
Portage Food 
Pantry) is open 
the second 
and fourth 
Saturdays of 
the month for one hour.  If you 
need food come, and get what 
you need.  If you are interested in 
seeing our changes, come and 
visit us. We have a whole new set 
up and a lot more variety of food 
items as well as some non-food 
items (like shampoo, soap, etc). 
Visit us at 301 West Main Street, 
located within Christ UMC.  If you 
are interested in helping, bring 
donations during pantry hours. 

Agape Food Pantry 

The Nitty Gritty is sponsored 
by the Portage Lions Club.  
Send comments and 
suggestions to 
portagelions@dacor.net. 

24/7 Recycling 

 

Plastic #1-7 

Flattened 

Cardboard 

Paper 

Aluminum/Steel 

Cans 

Glass 

No plastic bags 

From Portage Yesteryear . . .   Part two 

The following article was originally printed in the Wood County Democrat 
newspaper on March 27,1903.  This is a long article and will be reprinted in sections 
over the next several months. 

PORTAGE 

WOOD COUNTY’S SECOND OLDEST TOWN 
________________ 

Sketch of Its Growth From a Frontier 
Settlement to Its Present Thriving Proportions 

Its Business Concerns, Churches, Schools and Societies 

________________ 

THE MUNN BANK  
 A private affair, which does a general banking business, discounts paper, 
issues N.Y. drafts, makes security loans and otherwise proves a great 
convenience to the entire community.  Previous to entering the banking business, 
Mr. Munn was one of the leading merchants of the town, conducting a general 
merchandise store on a large scale for many years.  He was a born pioneer and 
has always remained a loyal citizen of the place.  He has been identified with the 
business interests of the town more than thirty years and has had much to do with 
its upbuilding.  His son, F.E. Munn, is the present incumbent in the office of county 
treasurer. 
 One of the old land marks of the town, the old Harrison house, was 
destroyed only last fall.  It stood on the south side of east Main street. 
 At the northeast corner of Main and Findlay streets still stands one of the 
early built structures now considerably enlarged and occupied by H.W. Saylor with 
a hardware store.  The first building was erected by Ephrim Simmons as a 
tavern—the first the town afforded.  Mr. Simmons also carried a small stock of 
general merchandise.  The building was destroyed by fire and on its site was 
erected another structure by P.F. Peachon which also burned.  A third buildingwas 
put up by Wm. Hodgman. 
 Up the river a mile George Mercer another early settler entered a block of  
wild land.  George Mercer was the father of Samuel Mercer, now a resident of 
Bowling Green. 
 Another of the first houses of the town, a log affair, still remains, but is not 
recognizable as one of the first by reason of having been remodeled and sided up 
with more modern  material, and is now occupied by Robert Castie. 
 To the east of the town, now known as the Seiple farm, was the birthplace 
of Joseph Eberly, the first white child born in Portage township.  His father, Jacob 
Eberly, is long since passed to his final reward, but the son still survives. 
 Still another of the early men on the ground in the near vicinity of the town 
who helped to lay its foundation was Adam Phillips, father of Aaron Phillips.  The 
latter still survives. 

Village Council News 
 Lots of things will happen for Portage. We've been working 
towards a few for quite a while.  Portage was awarded a large grant 
and loan package for Route 25 rebuilding, including curbs and 
sidewalks, $1.066 million dollars!  The Fall Fest is scheduled for Oct 
15 from 10 am to 10 pm.  Halloween Trick or Treating will be Oct 31 
from 6 pm to 8 pm.  Leaf removal begins starting in November. 
Consider mowing them to crunch them really well. Your yard will 
actually like it.      Carl Crawford 


