
Feb 12,  2022 

Events 

• Sunday Worship, Christ UMC, 

9:00 am;  Sunday School, 
10:00 am 

• Council meetings, 1st & 3rd 

Mondays, Village Hall, 7 pm 

• Portage Lions Club, 2nd and 

4th Mondays, Christ UMC, 7 
pm 

• Food Pantry, 2nd & 4th 

Saturdays, 10 am; Christ UMC 
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Portage Lions Club, Portage, Ohio 

 
 

Puzzle answers.  1.  Envy. 2. Remorse. 3.  Glee.  4 . Surprise.  5.  Pity 

From Portage Yesteryear . . . 
Originally printed in the Wood County Sentinel on Thursday, Feb 2, 1905 

 

HISTORY OF PORTAGE 
Leota Munn Read Interesting Paper Before School 

 

 Leota Munn, a pupil of Superintendent Waldo Wales, of the Portage schools, 
read a short history of the village before the school recently it follows: 
 Between the years 1820 and 1825, Collister Haskins bought nearly 1000 
acres of land including that which is now Portage and Liberty township. 
 For about five years Mr. Haskins who was the only white man in this region 
lived alone in the wilderness with his family.  There were no white settlements nearer 
than the Maumee river.  The Wyandot Indians inhabited this region and Haskins had 
many narrow escapes from their hands. About 1830 more settlers began to come.  It 
is thought that Mr. Haskins named the place after a town in one of the eastern states. 
 During one of the Indian wars, Gen. Hull camped during the winter on the 
southern bank of the Portage river, one-half mile southwest of Portage.  The Indians 
camped on the northern bank.  Several soldiers were buried on the bank. 
 The people dug for gold on the bank where the soldiers camped for they 
supposed the soldiers buried some there.  While the gold hunt was going on several 
relics were found as flints, flintlocks, ounce balls, gun barrels and an old camp kettle. 
 The soldiers had built a rough fort in case the Indians should attack them. 
 The first store was in a little log cabin south of what is now the town of 
Portage where Mr. Haskins traded with the Indians.  Still later his son Henry had a 
small store in which he kept some dry goods as well as food supplies.  In 1848 a man 
named Bostwick established a regular dry goods and grocery store in what is now a 
portion of the post office.  From that time the settlers settled here till it now has a 
population of over six hundred.   There are two combined dry goods and grocery 
stores, two hardware stores, two restaurants, one hotel, and a bank here.  The 
principal streets are Findlay and Main.  There are two railroads, the Ohio Central and 
O.H. & D and the electric line.  Two barber shops, one drug store, a meat market, a 
livery barn, two machine shops, two blacksmith shops, one shoe shop and one tailor 
shop, help make Portage what it is.  There are one grain elevator and two telephone 
exchanges, also a number of oil wells around Portage and the gas from them 
furnishes a few houses with fuel. 
 People who need lumber usually come here to the lumber yards to get it.  
Two doctors also make their home in Portage. Portage can boast of two thriving 
churches, one at each end of the town, so people do not have to walk a mile or a half 
to go to church.  The only bad things about Portage are, it has three saloons and a 
pool room, but Portage people are hoping that the saloonists will move out of town 
before long. 
 One thing Portage can be proud of and that is her school.  Pupils come from 
Bowling Green, Mermill, and Mungen.  It is a  third grade high school.   
 Our little town is used rather badly by some of the surrounding towns, 
especially Bowling Green.  When the people there want to make mischief and the  

 Continued on the next page 



Page 2  THE NITTY GRITTY 

 

The Agape 
Food Pantry 
(formerly the 
Portage Food 
Pantry) is open 
the second 
and fourth 
Saturdays of 
the month for one hour.  If you 
need food come, and get what 
you need.  If you are interested in 
seeing our changes, come and 
visit us. We have a whole new set 
up and a lot more variety of food 
items as well as some non-food 
items (like shampoo, soap, etc). 
Visit us at 301 West Main Street, 
located within Christ UMC.  If you 
are interested in helping, bring 
donations during pantry hours. 

Agape Food Pantry 

The Nitty Gritty is sponsored 
by the Portage Lions Club.  
Send comments and 
suggestions to 
portagelions@dacor.net. 

24/7 Recycling 

 

Plastic #1-7 

Flattened 

Cardboard 

Paper 

Aluminum/Steel 

Cans 

Glass 

No plastic bags 

 

Name the Emotion 
Fill in the blanks, answers are all emotions. 

 

1. Green with _________________. 
 
2.  Buyer’s _______________________. 
 
3. ___________________ club. 
 
4 Taken by ___________________ 
 
5. More’s the _____________________. 

Answers on page 1 

President’s Day Feb 21 
Celebrate 

George Washington and  
Abraham Lincoln Birthdays 

HISTORY OF PORTAGE by Leota Munn, continued 
 
paper say the Portage people do it, when it is not.  If anything happens here that 
one can be proud of the papers there say “south of Bowling Green”.  The 
bicyclists of that city love to come to Portage and ride on the sidewalks, but they 
had better bring their pocket books with them or it will not be much fun after all. 
 Two large brick blocks help to decorate the streets here.  One belongs to 
the I.O.O.F. and the other to Dr. T. W. Knight.  The school house is brick, also.  
 Everything considered, Portage has some fine buildings for its size. 
 Portage is progressing rapidly and is a modle [sic] little town. 

LEOTA MUNN 

Wood County Museum 
Visit the Wood County Museum to see these current exhibits: 
The Mary & Carl Bach Story—A through picture of Mary and Carl Bach’s 
tragic story including trial transcripts, a conservator’s look at preserving 
controversial objects, and how we view domestic violence in today’s 
society. 
Chasing the White Rabbit— This exhibit brings attention to the history of 
mental illness in America including misconceptions and advancements.  
Located inside the Lunatic Asylum. 
Allure & Illusion:  A Rose Colored Romance—Showcasing beautiful 
wedding dresses once worn by local community members, this exhibit 
presents the foundation of marriage culture and how modern ideology is 
changing what it means to get married and strive for the American 
Dream.  COMING IN THE SPRING 2022 


