
Sep 11 ,  2021  

Events 

• Sunday Worship, Christ 

UMC, 9:00 am;  Sunday 
School, 10:00 am 

• Council meetings, 1st & 

3rd Mondays, Village 
Hall, 7 pm 

• Portage Lions Club, 2nd 

and 4th Mondays, Christ 
UMC, 7 pm 

• Food Pantry, 2nd & 4th 

Saturdays, 10 am; Christ 
UMC 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Wood County Public 
Library 

1 

Portage Lions Club 1 
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T H E  N I T T Y  G R I T T Y  

Por tage Lions Club,  Por ta ge,  Ohio  

 

Wood County Public Library 
  
 There are a lot of things going on at the Wood County Public Library. 
• Outdoor Family Story Time on the Wooster Green at 10 am on 

Thursday, Sep 16.  This is an outdoor experience of children of all ages 
with a storytime picture book reading, songs, games, and activities.  This 
activity repeats on Sep 23 and 30.  No registration is required. 

• Coffee Talk Book Discussion is an online event held on Sep 16 from 11 
am to 12 pm.  The book of discuss is Beth Harbison’s The Cookbook Club, 
about three women who formed a bond of friendship.  This event requires 
registration, email woodref@wcdpl.org or call 419-353-5050.  Future book 
discussions are on Oct 21, Olympus, Texas by Stacey Swann and on Nov 
18, The Good Sister by Sally Hepworth. 

• Meet the Author—September 20, from 7 pm-8pm—meet author Beth 
Harbison.  This is the live online event.  Registration required, contact the 
library to register. 

• The Bone Chilling Book Club—this is an online book club that meets via 
Zoom on Tuesday evenings from 7 pm—8 pm to discuss horror, mystery, 
thriller, or suspense novels.  Sep 21 discuss Sharp Objects by Gillian Flynn.  
Oct 19 discuss Mexican Gothic by Silvia Moreno-Garcia.  Nov 16’s 
discussion is The Southern Book Club’s Guide to Slaying Vampires by Grady 
Hendrix.  The final discussion of 2021 is Dec 21 on Devolution by Max 
Brooks.  Registration is required. 

• Check out Tumblebooks— An online collection of audio/visual picture 
books which teach kids the joy of reading in a format they'll 
love. TumbleBooks are created by adding animation, sound, music, and 
narration to existing picture books in order to produce an electronic picture 
book which you can read, or have read to you.  

In Memory  
Of All Who 
Were Lost 

On  
September  

11 
1981 

Portage Lions Club 
 The Portage Lions Club is re-starting club meetings after the 
summer break.  We meet on the second and fourth Monday 
evenings at 7:00 pm at Christ UMC.  If you are interested in 
becoming a member, joining the number 1 service organization in 
the world, you are welcome to join us.   
 We recently provided service to the Erie Shores Boy Scouts, 
helping as road marshalls during the Soaring Eagle runs.  We will 
be planning our fall and winter activities.  It will soon be time for 
the annual Amish cheese sale—everyone’s favorite fundraiser.  In 
addition, more service opportunities will be planned, including 
highway clean-up, eyeglass collection, Christmas food baskets, 
Holiday Lights Contest, and much more.   
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The Agape 
Food Pantry 
(formerly the 
Portage Food 
Pantry) is open 
the second and 
fourth 
Saturdays of 
the month for one hour.  If you 
need food come, and get what 
you need.  If you are interested in 
seeing our changes, come and 
visit us. We have a whole new set 
up and a lot more variety of food 
items as well as some non-food 
items (like shampoo, soap, etc). 
Visit us at 301 West Main Street, 
located within Christ UMC.  If you 
are interested in helping, bring 
donations during pantry hours. 
 

Agape Food Pantry 

The Nitty Gritty is sponsored 
by the Portage Lions Club.  
Send comments and 
suggestions to 
portagelions@dacor.net. 

24/7 Recycling 

 

Plastic #1-7 

Flattened 

Cardboard 

Paper 

Aluminum/Steel 

Cans 

Glass 

No plastic bags 

  
 
From Portage Yesteryear . . . 

Reprinted from the Perrysburg Weekly Journal published on June 7, 1867 
 

Pioneer Life 
INCIDENTS OF PIONEER LIFE IN WOOD COUNTY 

[The following sketch was written by Colister Haskins, of Portage, at the earnest solicitation of 

W.V. Way,, Esq., for the Maumee Valley Pioneer Association, and Mr. Way has kindly given us 
the opportunity to lay the paper before our readers.  It abounds in interesting reminiscences of 
the early settlement of the country, which will, we doubt not, amply repay a perusal.  Mr. Haskins 
may be justly regarded as the Pioneer of Wood County.] 
 

 I was born in New Salem, Massachusetts, August 25, 1799.  In the year 1817, 
my father gave me my time, and in March, 1818, I came to the West, located in the 
Maumee Valley, in Waterville, Lucas County, and was married on the 16th of June, of 
the same year, to Miss Fanny Gunn, daughter of Martin Gunn, Esq., by Seneca Allen, a 
Justice of the Peace; moved to Granger’s Island, in April, 1821, and in July, 1824, 
bought the east half of the northeast quarter of section 12 north, range 10 east in 
Liberty, Township, Wood County, and moved to it in the following September.  The 
mail passed through once in two weeks.  In the fall of 1828, I made application for a 
postoffice at Portage; January 29, 1829, I received the appointment of Postmaster 
which office I held for eighteen years. 
 In April, 1836, I laid out the village of Portage.  For the first four years of my 
residence here, my nearest neighbor was at Miltonville, twelve miles, to assist me in 
raising my log cabin, which was located near the bank of the creek.  I started a sawmill, 
and kept a variety store, of such goods as were in demand in new country.  I purchased 
my goods of Gen. John E. Hunt, then trading in Maumee, Lucas County.  I here take the 
opportunity of expressing my gratitude to him for his unvarying good will and kindness 
to me, and his good offices in assisting me in obtaining a Postoffice in Portage.  Some 
four or five hundred friendly Indians of the Ottawa tribe, camped in the vicinity of 
Portage, until their removal by the government.  They were kind neighbors, and 
punctual to pay debts when trusted; they subsisted mostly on flesh; they were fond of 
venison, turkeys, bear meat, blue crane; they also ate porcupines, polecats, muskrats; 
they were fond also of hominy, which they obtained by pounding corn in a wooden 
mortar, with  a pestle attached to a spring pole; they also made bean soup as a special 
luxury.  They had fields on the Maumee bottoms, where they raised corn and beans in 
the summer; they would hunt for game in the fall, on the Portage, and about the 
neighboring prairies, and in the winter they would camp farther south, in the heavy 
timber, both on account of their own comfort, and their horses, which subsisted in the 
winter upon browse, and the winter bunch-grapes, which are found only in the 
sheltered forest lands, where the land is rather swampy.  The Indian ponies would 
come out in the spring in good condition. 
 The spring work of the Indians was the manufacture of maple sugar, which 
they generally made in considerable quantities, and it was of a tolerably good quality.  
As they had no other means of conveying it to market, they manufactured a kind of 
box made of elm bark about eighteen inches in length, and ten or twelve in width, and 
sixteen or eighteen in height; the bark was bent in proper shape and fastened with 
thread of the same material; this was called a mowkou or mococks, holding from fifty 
to one hundred pounds each.  The Indians conveyed these boxes upon their ponies, 
each pony packing two boxes, one upon each side. 

 Article will continue in the October Nitty Gritty. 
————————————————- 

Colister Haskins died May 7, 1872 and is buried in Portage Cemetery. 
 


