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February 10 ,  2018  

Events 

• Feb 14—Valentine’s 
Day 

• Feb 17—Recycling, 9 
am—noon, recycling 
trailer 

• Feb 19—President’s 
Day 

• Lions Club—2nd & 4th 
Mondays, 7 pm at 
Christ UMC 

• Sunday Worship, 
Christ UMC, 9:30 am;  
Sunday School, 10:30 
am 

• Council meetings, 1st 
& 3rd Mondays, Village 
Hall, 7 pm 

• Food Pantry, 2nd & 4th 
Saturdays, 10 am; 
Christ UMC 
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T H E  N I T T Y  G R I T T Y  

Por tage Lions Club,  Por ta ge,  Ohio  

 We hope you all heard the siren test last Saturday. The January test was 
officially canceled. It was due to the weather being odd with actual tornado possibilities 
existing. 

Our Mayor delivered the STATE OF THE VILLAGE address at our meeting on 
February 5, 2018. Efforts will be made to post this on the website: VOPORTAGE.ORG 

R.I.T.A. is the agency that collects Portage Local Income Tax. You probably 
received a postcard a few weeks ago from them. The easiest way, if you don’t mind 
filing electronically, is to visit their website, RITAOHIO.COM 

Carl  Crawford 

THANK YOU 

The Portage Lions Club thanks everyone who came to 
our McDonald’s Benefit Night on January 16.  We 
raised over $344.  All of those funds will be used for 
service projects.  Be on the look out for our Vidalia 
Onion fundraiser, we will start taking orders sometime 
in March.  Check out the March Nitty Gritty.  

PRESIDENT’S DAY 
 Presidents’ Day is an American holiday celebrated on the third Monday in February. 
Originally established in 1885 in recognition of President George Washington, it is still officially 
called “Washington’s Birthday” by the federal government. Traditionally celebrated on 
February 22—Washington’s actual day of birth—the holiday became popularly known as 
Presidents’ Day after it was moved as part of 1971’s Uniform Monday Holiday Act, an attempt 
to create more three-day weekends for the nation’s workers.  
 The story of Presidents’ Day date begins in 1800. Following President George 
Washington’s death in 1799, his February 22 birthday became a perennial day of 
remembrance. At the time Washington was venerated as the most important figure in 
American history, and events like the 1832 centennial of his birth and the start of construction 

of the Washington Monument in 1848 were cause for national 
celebration. 
 The Uniform Monday Holiday Act also included a provision to 
combine the celebration of Washington’s Birthday with Abraham 
Lincoln’s, which fell on the proximate date of February 12. Lincoln’s 
Birthday had long been a state holiday in places like Illinois, and many 
supported joining the two days as a way of giving equal recognition to two 
of America’s most famous statesmen. 
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The Portage 
Food Pantry is 
open the 
second and 
fourth 
Saturdays of 
the month for 
one hour, 
starting at 10:00 am.  If you need 
food come, and get what you 
need.  If you are interested in 
seeing our changes, come and 
visit us. We have a whole new set 
up and a lot more variety of food 
items as well as some non-food 
items (like shampoo, soap, etc). 
Visit us at 301 West Main Street, 
located within Christ UMC.  If you 
are interested in helping, bring 
donations during pantry hours. 

Food Pantry 

The Nitty Gritty is sponsored 
by the Portage Lions Club.  
Send comments and 
suggestions to 
portagelions@dacor.net. 

Valentine’s 
Day 

Feb 14 
 

Portage Yesteryear 
The following is reprinted from the section on Portage Village in 
Commemorative Historical and Biographical Record of Wood County by JH 
Beers and Company.  This book was printed in 1897. 
 In 1842 the village was still in a primitive condition.  Beyond the 
little stock of goods carried by Ephraim Simmons in his tavern, there were 
no mercantile accommodations, so the settlers had to cross Mount Ararat 
to Bowling Green, and often had to go to Perrysburg for their groceries 
and dry goods.  Simmons’ tavern occupied the northeast corner of the 
Findlay road and Walnut street.  Some years later that house burned and 
P.F. Peachon erected a tavern building on its site.  That was also burned; 
but a third building was constructed by Hodgman, said to be the same now 
occupied by Dr. Fisher.  John Carter’s cabin was east by north of the 
Hodgman house; John Long’s cabin stood where the widow Elizabeth 
Sargent now resides while Peter Johnson had a cabin where stands the 
modern residence of Nicholas Dienst, while the log house built in  1833, 
adjoining what is known as the Drain dwelling, was then used for school 
purposes.  In 1844, John H DeWitt married Wealthy Haskins, build a frame 
house south of and adjoining the cabin of 1833, and then  razed the first 
human habitation on the site of the village.   In 1855 Capt. Knaggs built the 
“Pioneer Hotel,” on the northwest corner of the Findlay road and  Main 
street, now known as the “Bradford House.”  The mercantile buildings, 
erected about that time by Henry Haskins, on the east side of the Findlay 
road, a half block north of the “Corners,” are still in existence; and north of 
these buildings stands the house of Mr. Clough, who came here in 1842, 
and in August 1895, related the facts about locations as here given. 

Ohio Facts and Trivia 
  
 Ohio was the 17th state to join the Union,  but was first in 
these items. 
 First dental school in the world, Bainbridge, 1827 
 First black and first women admitted to a college in the US, 

Oberlin College, 1837 
 First woman to receive a degree from medical school (and 1st in 

her class), Elizabeth Blackwell, 1849 
 First children’s home in the country, Marietta, 1850s 
 First recorded baby show, Springfield, 1855 
 First black to be elected to public office in the US, John M Lang-

ston, Lorain County, 1855 
 First war nurse, Mother Bickerdyke of Knox County, who set out 

in the 1860s to improve the nursing and living conditions of the 
Union wounded in the Civil War 

 Frist train robbery in the US, Ohio and Mississippi Line, North 
Bend, 1865 

All facts from the book by Carol Cartaino, It Happened in Ohio. 


