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ICE CREAM SOCIAL 

May 7 ,  2016 

Events 

• May 21, 9 am—noon, 
recycling trailer 

• May 28—Firehouse 
Memorial Run  

• May 30—Ice Cream Social 
5:00 pm 

• Sunday Worship, Christ 
UMC, 9:00 am;  Sunday 
School, 10:00 am 

• Council meetings, 1st & 3rd 
Mondays, Village Hall, 7 pm 

• Food Pantry, 2nd & 4th 
Saturdays, Christ UMC, 10 
am 

• Lions Club, 2nd & 4th 
Mondays, Christ UMC 7 pm 
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T H E  N I T T Y  G R I T T Y  

Portage Lions  Club,  Portage,  Ohio 

 The 60th and Final Memorial Day Ice Cream 
Social will be held on Monday, May 30, starting at 5 pm 
at Christ UMC.  This annual event was started back in 
1956 by members of the Jacob and Rachel Class of 
Christ United Methodist Church.  Originally, only ice 
cream and desserts were on the menu, with many years 
featuring strawberry shortcake.  Eventually, the menu 
expanded and strawberry shortcake was dropped 

(unpredictable weather could not reliably guarantee local strawberries).  
Every year, the ice cream has always been homemade, never bought.   
Back in 2000, they handed the ice cream making duties off to the Y&R 
Class.   
 Additional menu items are shredded chicken or pork sandwiches, 
coney dogs, noodles, coleslaw, and homemade desserts. 
 It has been a difficult decision, but the group has decided that this 
will be the last year for this regular event.   

Vidalia Onion Sale 
The Portage Lions Club are holding their annual Vidalia Onion Sale.  These 
are true Vidalia onions from Vidalia County, Georgia.  A 10 lb bag costs $10 
and a 25 lb bag is $25.  Onions will be arriving in Ohio on May 7.  A few 
extra bags will be available.  Contact any Lions club 
member or email portagelions@dacor.net.  All profits from 
all Lions club fundraisers are used towards service 
projects.  Thank you to everyone who ordered! 

Together We Can Make A Difference Initiative 
This non-profit 501 (c)(3) organization’s mission is to help provide people of 
NW Ohio with hygiene products that not available through any other gov-
ernment assistance programs.  Clients can obtain items such as toilet paper, 
toothpaste, deodorants, soap, diapers, female hygiene products, detergent, 
and much more.  They are located at 722 N Perry St, Napoleon, Ohio.  
Hours are Monday, Wednesday, & Friday, 10 am—noon; Tuesday, 3 pm—5 
pm, and Thur, 5 pm—7 pm.  For more information on receiving services or 
making donations, call 419-579-0199 or check out their website, 
www.togethernwoh.org.   
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The Portage Food Pantry is open 
the second and  
fourth 
Saturdays of 
the month for 
one hour.   If 
you need food 
come, and get 
what you need.  
If you are interested in seeing 
our changes, come and visit us. 
We have a whole new set up 
and a lot more variety of food 
items as well as some non‐food 
items (like shampoo, soap, etc). 
Visit us at 301 West Main Street, 
located within Christ UMC.  If 
you are interested in helping, 
bring dona ons during pantry 
hours. 
 
Come early for Bible Study 
star ng at 9 am on days when 
the pantry is open. 

Food Pantry 

Mother’s Day is a holiday honoring motherhood that is observed in 
different forms throughout the world. The American incarnation of 
Mother’s Day was created by Anna Jarvis in 1908 and became an 
official U.S. holiday in 1914. Jarvis would later denounce the holiday’s 
commercialization and spent the latter part of her life trying to remove 
it from the calendar. While dates and celebrations vary, Mother’s Day 
most commonly falls on the second Sunday in May and traditionally 
involves presenting mothers with flowers, cards and other gifts. 
 Celebrations of mothers and motherhood 
can be traced back to the ancient Greeks and 
Romans, who held festivals in honor of the mother 
goddesses Rhea and Cybele, but the clearest 
modern precedent for Mother’s Day is the early 
Christian festival known as “Mothering Sunday.” 
Once a major tradition in the United Kingdom and 
parts of Europe, this celebration fell on the fourth Sunday in Lent and 
was originally seen as a time when the faithful would return to their 
“mother church”—the main church in the vicinity of their home—for a 
special service. Over time the Mothering Sunday tradition shifted into a 
more secular holiday, and children would present their mothers with 
flowers and other tokens of appreciation. This custom eventually faded 
in popularity before merging with the American Mother’s Day in the 
1930s and 1940s. 

Mother’s Day 

The Nitty Gritty is sponsored 
by the Portage Lions Club.  
Send comments and 
suggestions to 
portagelions@dacor.net. 

Mark your calendars 
for these May events: 
 
May 28—Firehouse 
Memorial Run, see 
www.cjfd.org for more 
details. 
 
May 30— Ice Cream 
Social at Christ UMC, 
starting at 5:00 pm 

Wood County Humane Society 
 
The Wood County Humane Society is ge ng ready for their annual Garage 
Sale, held under the Grandstand at the Wood County Fairgrounds.  
Dona ons can be dropped off on May 23 and May 24 from 9 am—5 pm, 
and May 25 from 9 am—7 pm.  Sale dates are May 26 and May 27 from       
9 am—5 pm, and May 28 from 9 am—noon.  All proceeds 

benefit the Humane Society.  Please, no 
console televisions, A/C units, large appliances 
or organs can be accepted.  For more 
informa on, or to make an early bird dona on, 
call 419‐669‐0701. 

Eyeglasses and Hearing Aids 
Do you have any old eyeglasses and/or hearing aids that you no 
longer need?  Lions Clubs worldwide recycle both for re-use in 
third world countries.  Drop off eyeglasses or hearing aids at 
the recycling center on the third Saturday of the month or give 
to any Portage Lions Club member. 


